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in the purely internal affairs of neighbouring states, was
now, after a period of hesitation, definitely ranged on the
side of the Holy Alliance. She deemed herself to have
just cause of quarrel with the constitutional Government
of Spain; and at the Congress of Verona, held in the
Autumn of 1822, her grievances were laid before the
assembled powers, who, with the single exception of
Great Britain, were glad to obtain a pretext for putting
down the revolutionary movement in Iberian territory.
The Duke of Wellington, who represented the English
Government at the Congress, declined to take part in
the measures adopted by the other plenipotentiaries on
the ground that " His Majesty's Government are of
opinion that to animadvert upon the internal transactions
of an independent state, unless such transactions affect
the essential interests of His Majesty's subjects, is incon-
sistent with those principles on which His Highness has.
invariably acted on all questions relating to the internal
concerns of other countries/' Canning;, the successor of
Lord Castlereagh at the Foreign Office, carried on his
late colleague's policy with conspicuous vigour and ability.
He protested against the invasion of Spain by France,
and checked the career of the Holy Alliance by raising
up an adversary to it on the other side of the Atlantic.
As soon as the Constitution of the Cortes was overthrown
in Spain, and Ferdinand VII. restored to absolute power,,
the confederated Sovereigns formed the design of re-
conquering for that monarch the Spanish Colonies in
America, which had separated themselves from the
mother-country and adopted the republican form of gov-
ernment. After long negotiations between the Cabinets of
London and Washington, President Monroe was induced
to insert in his Message of December 2, 1823, the famous